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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
School of Social Work

INFORMATION ON EXEMPTIONS FROM SW 530

Exemptions from foundation courses will be granted when students have extensive prior
comparable courses, covering essentially all of the content of a foundation course in
either an undergraduate or graduate program, completed within the six years prior to
enrollment in the program with a grade of B or better. Prior work experience is not a
basis for exemptions.

SW 530 (Social Welfare Policies and Services)

This course addresses the history of social welfare and the social work profession, a
broad array of social welfare services, and values and ethics. Emphasis is placed on
income maintenance, health, mental health, child welfare and corrections. Selected
analytic frameworks will be presented with regard to social welfare policies and services
in order to identify and analyze strengths and weaknesses in the current social welfare
system.

In general, only social welfare policy courses taken in a Social Work program would
count toward an exemption from SW 530. These courses should cover content on social
welfare history and social welfare policy.

There may be some unusual circumstances when students may have received extensive
content on welfare history and policy outside of a Social Work program. Students who
can document this coverage may be eligible for exemption from this course.

Students exempted from SW 530 have fulfilled the foundation content requirement in
SWPS.

NOTE: An exemption does not reduce the total number of hours required for graduation.

Professor Sandra Danziger (2710 SSWB) is the Exemption Consultant for SW
530.
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